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∗Info-Com Dpt., University of Roma La Sapienza,
Via Eudossiana 18, 00184 Roma, Italy
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Abstract

TheTF-NETCAST task force was active from March 2003 to March 2004, and during this time the mem-
bers worked on various aspects of streaming media related to the ultimate goal of setting up common
services and infrastructures to enable netcasting of high quality content to the academic community in
Europe. We report on a survey of the use of streaming media in the academic community in Europe, an
open source content delivery network, and a portal for announcing live streaming events to the global
academic community.

1 Introduction

TF-NETCAST is a TERENA task force focusing on streaming media with an emphasis on services for
the European academic sector, such as a portal for announcing live streaming events, video-on-demand
portals, metadata for portals, and content delivery networking infrastructure.TF-NETCAST also made
a survey of the use of streaming media in higher education, and collected information about resources
for content production.TF-NETCAST has worked on some of the necessary components for setting up
a European Academic Netcasting service such as the live streaming announcement portal and the live
streaming infrastructure. These components have not yet been tied together, since they were both under
development and testing during the time in whichTF-NETCASTwas active. All the deliverables and more
information aboutTF-NETCAST is available at theTF-NETCAST web page on TERENA’s web site [1].

In this paper we report on results of the streaming media survey, the live streaming announcement
portal and the live streaming infrastructure also known as Open Content Delivery Network, or Open
CDN.

2 Streaming media survey

This section summarises the findings of a survey conducted byTF-NETCAST in the spring of 2003. A
more detailed account of the results of this survey is available inTF-NETCAST Deliverable B: Report on
Streaming Video Survey [2].

The survey was targeted towards people that regularly deal with streaming video: content creators,
video producers, ICT staff and project leaders; in short people who work with one or more aspects of
streaming video as part of their job.

2.1 Questionnaire

The questionnaire was implemented as a series of web pages, where each page contained a set of related
questions, and the answers were stored in a database for later retrieval and processing. The questionnaire
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