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But… A namespace infrastructure is still 
assumed and they all have it.
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Technical Policy

PKI is
1/3 Technical and 2/3 Policy?

Right?
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Charged with Higher Education direction and strategy for 
PKI initiatives, not just Bridge
Rarely meets!  Is this a problem?
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UTHSC

but not wide deployment in US.  i2 trials on Doc Sigs
Server Side and Infrastructure -- used all over 
the place but not yet well coordinated
Lacking a national infra for Higher Ed

HEBCA/USHER/InCommon/SAML
PKI is just 18 months away (again!)  :-)
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GRID Computing Enabled for Federations
E-grants

Faster, secured grant processing
Faster (e-)payments
More secured communications & fund Xfers
Federal focus is on this initiative
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Will develop CPS from this policy (have draft)
Dartmouth College

Contracted to implement HEBCA in 12/03
EDUCAUSE funded
Received AEG from Sun Microsystems ($50K)

Equipment ordered  and received
Signing Hardware -- not yet.
Working software agreement with RSA as first 
CA in bridge

Maybe even further deal with Higher Ed for 
CA services & s/w

Informal cross-certification with US Gov completed
Will operate at High Level of Assurance
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InCommon CA to X-Certify with HEBCA or 
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Certified with HEBCA
Shib+Grid to address some Grid issues
HEBCA+Grid considered but no work yet
See next slide…

Federation interop with Shib (PKI in SAML)
To ultimately use Bridge PKI as means of 
validating and locating members of 
OTHER federations
InCommon CA to X-Certify with HEBCA or 
be signed by USHER having been X-
Certified with HEBCA
Shib+Grid to address some Grid issues
HEBCA+Grid considered but no work yet
See next slide…





Federated Digital SignaturesFederated Digital Signatures
Proposed for Phase 5 of PKI Interop Project
Use Local PKI for workflow and signatures
When document leaves local domain, substitute 
institutional signature and XML blob describing 
roles, digital rights & IPR, archival status, etc (IFA)

Why do this?  Bridges + Inter-Federation 
Agreements (IFA) can address this -- something 
else to avoid Bridges.  We need to figure out what 
goes into IFAs to make this useful.
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Allowed to issue thousands of certs for purpose 
of managing PKI nationally, not locally.
Next step -- get server certificates for all of HE in 
USA
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